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The fish are coming to life! Some exciting progress! 

President’s Message 

Now the countdown is about to begin.  Have you ever thought about how you can help? Spread the word we are on the 

move towards 2020 and we are looking for more members and volunteers.  Perhaps you have an idea as well.  Contact 

our hotline and share, we’d love to hear it.  Be sure to mark your calendars for our first decorators’ meeting on October 

17th at 7pm.   

Perhaps you would like to see our beautiful float in person on New Year’s Day. Everyone has a chance to enjoy the 

beauty and pageantry of the Parade in person!  Get your ticket(s) for just $120.00.  What a way to ring in the New Year 

and support your City of Torrance Float.   

It’s not too early to purchase your Rose Vials. Order online now or watch for the insert that will be coming in your water 

bill soon.   

We have several fun activities coming up allowing you to support our beautiful float.  So be sure to check out our save 

the date for a listing of all the opportunities to support TRFA. See inside this issue for our wish list for decorating week.  I 

look forward to seeing you and thank you for your support.    

Bev 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

09-19-19   Trip to PALA 

09-21-19  “Afternoon in the Garden” 

10-16-19   Comedy & Magic Club 

         

 Restaurants for Roses  

09-25-19   The Habit 

10-02-19   Stone Fire Grill 

11-14-19   California Pizza Kitchen 

 

Decorator Meetings 

10-17-19   Decorator’s Meeting 

11-21-19   Decorator / General                      

  Meeting 

 

 How can you find out about TRFA events? 

• TRFA Facebook Group  

•  Newsletter (available on TRFA   

website)  

•  Torrance Events Calendar  

•  City of Torrance eNewsletter  

•  Daily Breeze Events Calendar  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pick up a print copy of the Newsletter at the 

following locations: 

• City Hall 

• City Hall Annex 

• All 6 Torrance Libraries 

• Bartlett Senior Center 

• Tillman Senior Center 

THE TORRANCE ROSE FLOAT ASSOCIATION INVITES YOU TO 

CELEBRATE THE CITY OF TORRANCE’S 

65TH FLOAT 

IN THE PASADENA TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE 

“Our Garden of Hope and Dreams” 

Join us in the garden that is the inspiration for our float! 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 

1:00 to 4:00 pm  

Pine Wind Garden at the Torrance Cultural Arts Center 

3330 Civic Center Drive, Torrance, California, 90503 

Japanese Tea Ceremony 

Koto Performance by Yuki Yasuda 1:00 to 3:00 pm 

Refreshments and displays of our student float design entries in Garden Rooms A and B 

We are contacting the families of some of the people who were involved with creating the 

garden and hope to have representatives at the event. 

TRFA is very grateful to the Torrance Sister Cities Association for their help with this event. 

 



 



 



 

         2020 Tournament of Roses Parade       

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

 

 

   

 

Experience – in person – the 131st Rose Parade themed, “The Power of Hope,” with the magic of New Year’s Day in an 

unrivaled celebration, exclusive to the streets of Pasadena! The parade will feature majestic floral floats, high stepping 

equestrian units and spirited marching bands from throughout the world. 

 

For the cost of $120.00 per person you can watch the City of Torrance Rose Float, “Our Garden of Hope and Dreams” 

from your reserved, premium, mid‐route grandstand seat. 

 

Your ticket includes roundtrip transportation from Wilson Park, parade program, water, and your premium grandstand 

seat. The bus will depart at 5:00am and returns at approximately 12:00 noon.  There are 50 tickets available.  Order your 

tickets now as to ensure your place on the parade route.  Ticket sales end November 13th.  Tickets may be ordered on our 

website Torrancerosefloat.org. 

 

 

 

   TICKET ORDER FORM 

  Number of Seats:    

  First Name:        Last Name:   _______________________  

  Address:    ___________________________________ _____ 

 

Home Number:          Cell Number:     ____ 

 

EMAIL:    

Confirmation will be mailed to you.  Tickets will be distributed on Parade morning at check in.  

 

 

Torrance Rose Float Association 4733 

Torrance Blvd. #234 

Torrance, CA 90503 

310.618.2425 

 

 



JAPANESE GARDEN ELEMENTS AND THEIR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Hundreds of years ago in Japan, the garden was a place for nobility to find respite and tranquility during times 

of turbulence and stress.  Though purposefully simple in design, understanding the garden is very complex, 

following specific rules which are rooted in aspects of Shinto (indigenous religion), Zen and Buddhist 

philosophies.  The most important element is respect for and focus on nature, suggesting a harmonious link 

between people and nature.  Besides the natural element, sound and space are essential to the garden.  

Unlike Western gardens, one won’t find plants and flowers everywhere.  Open space is fundamental.  Pruning 

pine trees, for example, leaves space within the greenery and branches.  Though flowers and plants could fill 

many empty places, they don’t.  Japanese gardens throughout the world are each different, depending on the 

environment and space and the focus of the architect and garden planner.  Sometimes, gardens are primarily 

green, without a lot of color.  It was once thought that color and flowers were a frivolous distraction, taking 

away from the splendor of green plants and the other natural elements.  If flowers are planted in the Japanese 

garden, they are typically (but not limited to) azaleas, cherry trees, or plum trees, or other seasonal foliage, 

such as maple leaves, to be enjoyed throughout the year.   

TURTLE:  In Japan (as in many other cultures), the turtle represents good fortune and longevity.   There is a 

saying in Japanese that turtles live for 10,000 years.  The turtle has been portrayed as patient, wise and easy-

going.   

 

CONTEST! CONTEST! CONTEST! 

Join the contest and name the turtle lying on the rock in the pond on our 2020 float.  All suggestions will be 

considered. 

The winner will win two tickets to the Celebration dinner in February 2020.  Submit your suggestions to 

info@torrancerosefloat.org. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL 2019-2020 DONORS! 

       Polypeptide Laboratories, Inc., Torrance Refining Company, Torrance Woman’s Club, Red Car Brewery, 
       Point Vicente Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Stock Construction, Inc., Panera, Trader Joes,  
       The Depot, Mulligans, Bed, Bath and Beyond, In and Out, MaryAnn Kendall, Loft North Torrance, Truxton’s,  
       Restoration Kitchen and Wine, South Bay Brew Supply, Spires, Hanks Restaurant, Torrance Tavern, Monkish, 
       The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, Walt Disney-Disneyland, Little Fish Theatre, 
       Pappy’s Seafood, Total Wine and More, BJ’s Restaurants, Mimi’s Café, Rascals, Lazy Dog, Kings Hawaiian,  
       Donna Phelan, John and Carmen McGee, Sandra Gray, Patricia Carroll, Regina Terrazas, Mary Rason,  
       Daniel and Cheryl Blake, Dorothy Friedman, Samuel and Cathy Wise, Frances Hunter, Wayne and Andres Eads,    
       Richard Smisek and Jill Maroney, Snax. Torrance Industrial, LLC, Kelly and John Barry, Donna Phelan, Ray and Gail         
       Roulette, Roderick MacDonell, Nina and Richard Rorke, Bear Tracks Holding (Black Bear Diner), California Pizza                                   

Kitchen, Inc., Anonymous - $250, William Benhahl, J. Tansiueng, Beverly IBA, Michael and Susan Brand, Dolores 
Merendo, Mimi's Café, Rascals 
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